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Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed December 5, 2000 has been placed in 
the application file and the information referred to therein has been considered as to the 
merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
patent 5,918,228 granted to Rich et al. 

Regarding claim 1, Rich meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"A gateway system relaying a request from a user for a service provided by another 
system, the gateway system, characterized by comprising: 

an authentication unit which receives the request and authenticates the user;" 



see column 5, lines19-60 
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"a service request unit which makes the request on behalf of the user based on a 
result of an authentication by said authentication unit, using link information and 
authentication information corresponding to the requested service;" see column 4, lines 
7-10 

"and an information link unit which incorporates link information concerning the 
gateway system into link information included in returned data corresponding to the 
request." see column 2, lines 28-62; column 4, lines 7-48; column 4, line 66 to column 6, 
line 31. 

Regarding claim 2, Rich meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"The gateway system as claimed in claim 1, characterized by having a plurality of 
systems each including said authentication unit, said service request unit, and said 
information link unit, the systems being provided in a hierarchical structure." see column 
4, lines 61-65. 

Regarding claim 3, Rich meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"The gateway system as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that: 

said service request unit comprises a table in which accessible service 
information retained by the user is entered, and makes the request for a service on 
behalf of the user when the service is accessible to the user." see column 5, line 61 to 
column 6, line 31. 

Regarding claim 4, Rich meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"The gateway system as claimed in claim 1 , characterized in that: 
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said service request unit comprises a table in which an option ID -serving as a 
billing unit is entered in correspondence to the system providing the service, and 
transmits the option ID in making the request." see column 5, lines 37-44; column 5, 
lines 57-60 and Figure 3, elements 56 and 58. 

Regarding claim 5, Rich meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"The gateway system as claimed in claim 1 , characterized in that: 

said information link unit converts the link information included in the returned 
data into the link information concerning the gateway system, the link information 
included in the returned data being included in control information set in the returned 
data, the control information including access information of the user to a WWW server." 
see column 6, lines 32-67. 

Regarding claim 6, Rich meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"The gateway system as claimed in claim 2, characterized in that: 

said information link unit converts the link information included in the returned 
data into the link information concerning the gateway system, the link information 
included in the returned data being included in control .information set in the returned 
data, the control information including access information of the user to a WWW server." 
see column 6, lines 32-67. 

Regarding claim 7, Rich meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"The gateway system as claimed in claim 3, characterized in that: 

said information link unit converts the link information included in the returned 
data into the link information concerning the gateway system, the link information 
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included in the returned data being included in control .information set in the returned 
data, the control information including access information of the user to a WWW server." 
see column 6, lines 32-67. 

Regarding claim 8, Rich meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"The gateway system as claimed in claim 4, characterized in that: 

said information link unit converts the link information included in the returned 
data into the link information concerning the gateway system, the link information 
included in the returned data being included in control information set in the returned 
data, the control information including access information of the user to a WWW server." 
see column 6, lines 32-67. 

Claims 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 are computer readable medium claims that are 
substantially equivalent to system claims 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, and 8, respectively. Therefore, 
claims 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 1 4 are rejected by a similar rationale. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

A. Godwin et al (6,058,426) discloses a system for managing computer 
resources in a distributed environment. 

B. Dunn et al (6,163,536) discloses a communication system using a client 
controlled gateway. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew B Smithers whose telephone number is (703) 
308-9293. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (9:00-5:30) EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory A Morse can be reached on (703) 308-4789. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Matthew B Smithers 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 21 37 



